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Sonets, as in deede it is a diminutiue worde deriued of
Sonare, but yet I can belle allowe to call thofe Sonnets
whicheareoffouretenelynes,euerylmeconteyningtenne
fyllables.    The  firfte twelue  do ryme in ftaues of
foure lines by croffe meetre, and the laft two ryming
togither do conclude the whole.   There are Dyzaynes,
and Syxaines which are of ten lines, and ot fixe lines,
commonly vfed by the French, which fome Engles.
writers   do   alfo   terme by the name  of Sonetter-
Then is there an old kinde of Eithme called Vilh
layes, deriued (as I haue redde) of this worde Verd
whiche betokeneth Greene, and Laye which betoken-
eth a Song, as if you would fay greene Songes : but I
mufle tell you by the way, that I neuer redde any verfe
which I faw by audlhoritie called Verlay^ but one, and
that was a long difcourfe in verfes of terme fillables,
whereof the foure firfl did ryme acroffe, and the fifth
did aunfwere to the firfle and thirde, breaking off
there, and fo going on to another termination.  Of this
I could fhewe example  of imitation in mine own
verfes written to ye right honorable ye Lord Grey of
Wilton upon my iourney into Holland, etc.*    There
are alfo certaine Poemes deuifed of tenne fyllables,
whereof the nrft aunfwereth in termination with the
fourth, and the fecond and thirde anfwere eche other:
thefe are more vfed by other nations than by vs, ney-
ther can I tell readily what name to giue them.    And
the commoneft fort of verfe which we vfe now adayes
(viz. the long verfe of twelue and fourtene fillables) I
know not certainly howe to name it, vnleffe I ihould
lay that it doth confift of Poulters meafure, which
giueth. xn. for one dozen and xiiij. for another.   But let
this fuffife (if it be not to much) for the fundrie fortes
of verfes which we vfe now adayes.

15 In all thefe fortes of verfes when foeuer you
vndertake to write, auoyde prolixitie and tedioufneffe,
and euer as neare as you can, do fimlh the fentence
and meaning at the end of euery flaffe where you

* Gascoigne's Voyage into Holland^    An. 13721 in his Heroest 1573.